


WEST BRETTON PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting of the Parish Council held at 7.00 pm on Monday 14 September 2026 in West Bretton Village Hall

Present: 
Cllr R Liley (Chairman) 
Cllr D Spaul
Cllr K Shaw
Cllr Lewins 

In attendance: Mrs S Earnshaw, Clerk; Members of the Public: 0

2609/01 	Welcome and Apologies 
The Chair welcomed everyone to the meeting. Apologies were received from Cllr Wriglesworth and Cllr Watson and the reasons accepted.

2609/02	Public Admissions to Meetings Act (1960)
There were no items which required the exclusion of the public or press.

2609/03	Declarations of Interest
No declarations of Pecuniary or Non‑Pecuniary Interest were received. Members signed the register.

2609/04	Ordinary Vacancies on the Parish Council
The Council discussed the co-opted vacancy. It was noted that the next ordinary election is due in May 2027, and that the Council may not co-opt to fill the vacancy within six months of an election once notice of the election is given by Wakefield Council; until that point, co-option remains an option, although it was felt unlikely to be worthwhile pursuing this close to the election. It was agreed the vacancy would be left to be filled at the May 2027 election.

It was noted that, as all District Councillor seats were contested last year, there would be a District Councillor election next May.

2609/05	Minutes of the Previous Meeting
It was proposed by Cllr Spaul, seconded by Cllr Shaw and resolved that the minutes of the meeting held on 13 July 2026 be accepted as a correct record.

2609/06	Question Time
No residents were present.

2609/07	Police Matters
a. The Council noted that the officer usually providing the Safe Scheme report (PC Firth) had been off duty, and that the last month’s report had been provided by the Sergeant. The next PACT meeting was confirmed as Tuesday 20 September 2026.

It was agreed to request that the police (rather than the Council) begin providing data from the mobile speed camera van deployments on Huddersfield Road, including dates of deployment and numbers of tickets issued, on the basis that this should properly come from West Yorkshire Police.

b. The dates of future PACT meetings (24/11; 5/1/27; 9/3/27) were noted.

2609/08	Yorkshire Sculpture Park
No report available from YSP.

2609/09	Bretton Hall
No report available from Bretton Hall.

2609/10	District Councillors’ Reports
None in attendance.

2609/11	Highways and Other Matters
a. Cllr Liley updated the Council on WMDC and National Highways matters:
Contact had been made with Chris Raby at Wakefield Council regarding the non-functioning variable message sign, which may be end-of-line/no longer supported. WMDC will send a team to assess the sign before any decision is made on decommissioning or repurposing it (including the possibility of the Council's Smiley SID being plugged into it, as the unit has a mains lead available in addition to battery power). The Council will also need to separately involve the street lighting department regarding lighting columns.

b. Weight-checking of lighting columns (for installing a further, permanent SID): an invoice for £1,553.96 (excluding VAT) has been received from Amey via WMDC for the weight testing; Amey will not proceed with testing until the invoice is paid, and will not test any column that has anything attached to it (eg hanging baskets), so brackets will need to be removed from affected columns in advance. Columns identified for testing include those on Huddersfield Road (26, 31, 35, 46 and 47) and Bretton Lane (2, 3, 5 and 9); it was agreed to add column 70 (further down, toward the dual carriageway) to the list, bringing the total to ten. The Council agreed to liaise with the hanging-basket contractor to remove the brackets from the affected columns when baskets are next taken down (ahead of Christmas lighting going up), noting turnaround for testing is expected to be approximately six weeks from payment of the invoice.

c. It was proposed by Cllr Liley, seconded by Cllr Lewins and resolved to proceed with purchasing two additional sets of SID fixings and one additional solar panel (in the region of £300), to allow the temporary SID to be deployed at up to three different locations without needing mains power; the Council will also continue to explore a mains power supply option via the feeder pillar (near the estate/dual carriageway location) for a future Vehicle-Activated Sign. Clerk and Cllr Liley to liaise regarding the quote from Elan City.

d. To consider any other highways matters.

2609/12	Parish Plan
a. To share any updates on the current status of the Parish Plan
Verge tidy-up: good progress was reported on trimming and clearing village verges and footpaths, including completed work from the estate house to the YSP roundabout, along Sycamore Lane from the Croft to Huddersfield Road (including the south-east corner of that junction), the footpath south of Green Lane and northward toward the double-bend sign, and opposite Cobbler Hall on Sycamore Lane (completed in May). It was noted that cleared sections require ongoing maintenance as regrowth and windblown soil/weeds accumulate. Positive feedback from residents was noted; it was also noted that some residents mistakenly believed the work was being carried out by Wakefield Council rather than the Parish Council, so this may be worth clarifying via the Village Voice.

Road Safety: All above

Environment: Litter-picking dates were confirmed for 22 November 2026, 3 January 2027 and 21 February 2027, alongside the coffee morning on 28 September 2026.

b. Cllr Spaul reported that the following areas had been tidied up:
Estate House to YSP roundabout; Sycamore Lane – The Croft to Huddersfield Road including the corner of the junction; the area on the footpath before Green Lane; the verge opposite Cobbler Hall.

2609/13	Village Institute
Cllr Spaul reported:
· Management Committee meeting 15 September
· Internal door to be fitted (18/9) to enable use of Gents toilet by the bowling club.
· One estimate has been received for refurbishment
· The handover of Trustees is still ongoing
· Two trees adjacent to the bowling green are to be removed

2609/14	West Bretton J&I School
Cllr Spaul nothing to report.

2609/15	Planning Matters
a. To note the following planning decisions:
26/0115/SUB01 – Woodside Farm, Denby Dale Road, Bretton.
Discharge of condition 3 (Wildlife Enhancements) and Condition 7 (Boundary Treatments) Approved – conditions removed.

26/01262/FUL 6 Stoneybrook Close Bretton Wakefield WF4 4TP
Reconstruct the existing drive in similar materials - bitumen macadam with tegula [or similar] block edging. Application approved. 

b. To consider the following planning applications:
26/00934/FUL - Land North West Of White Rose Farm Denby Dale Road Bretton Wakefield WF4 4JN 
Change of use of land, erection of stable block, riding arena and associated fencing, lighting and external works. Received: Sat 30 May 2026 | Validated: Mon 13 Jul 2026 

26/01235/FUL  8 Sycamore Lane Bretton Wakefield WF4 4JZ
Proposed first floor extension and alterations to front and side 
Received: Fri 10 Jul 2026 | Validated: Fri 10 Jul 2026 

26/01438/FUL  - Retrospective application for extension of farmyard - Land At Huddersfield Road Haigh Barnsley S75 4B - Received: Tue 11 Aug 2026 | Validated: Tue 11 Aug 2026 | Status: Awaiting decision

26/01376/TPO 33 Huddersfield Road Bretton Wakefield WF4 4JP
T1 Sycamore - Draw back from house by 3m. Crown Lift over highway up to 5.2m.
Received: Mon 03 Aug 2026 | Validated: Tue 04 Aug 2026

2609/16	Finance
a. The bank statements, budget monitoring report and bank reconciliation for July and August 2026 were received and initialled.

b. It was proposed by Cllr Liley, seconded by Cllr Spaul and resolved that the following payments be authorised:

HMRC - Tax period 4 - £30.40
HMRC – Tax period 5 - £30.40
Mrs S Earnshaw, Clerk’s salary and in lieu of office (July) - £138.10
Mrs S Earnshaw, Clerk’s salary and in lieu of office (August) - £138.10
Mrs S Earnshaw, reimbursement for HP printer subscription - £6.49
Amey LG Ltd – weight check of lighting columns x 10 - £1864.75
Unity Trust Bank, monthly service charge - £7.00

Cllr Liley to confirm with the Clerk the quotes for two sets of fixings and Solar panels for the SIDs.

c. It was proposed by Cllr Liley, seconded by Cllr Lewins, and resolved to purchase a wreath for Remembrance Sunday at a total cost of £40 - comprising £23 for the wreath and a £17 donation to the Royal British Legion under the Local Government Act 1972, S137.

d. There were no other additional financial matters for consideration.

2609/17	Clerk’s Report
a. To receive updates not otherwise included on the agenda: None

b. To note that the YLCA Western and South Pennine Branches have merged to create the West Yorkshire Branch and the meeting scheduled for October has been cancelled 

2609/18	Remembrance Sunday – 8 November 2026
The Council worked through arrangements for the event:
1. Timings and Refreshments: as there will be no church service beforehand this year, attendees will be asked to gather from approximately 10.50am, with the service starting close to 11.00am. Teas and coffees will be provided in the Village Hall afterwards (the bar is not licensed until midday and so will not be open); biscuits and/or cakes will also be provided, catering for an estimated 20–30 attendees with a budget of £30 agreed. Pamela and Sarah Costello were suggested as the people to coordinate refreshments, subject to confirming with them.
1. Service Leader and Service Sheet: the existing service sheet will be adapted and reprinted, with an option to provide it digitally/by email as well as on paper. The Council agreed to try to contact a member of the clergy to ask whether they would be willing to lead the service (as has happened in some previous years, though a non-clergy volunteer led it last year); if no clergy contact can be arranged, this will be revisited at the next meeting.
1. Service Timings and Meeting Point: to be confirmed; an email has been sent to the police contact who normally organises this, but no response had been received by the meeting. It was agreed to also try to reach PC Firth to help chase this up, noting he had reportedly been unwell and it was unclear whether this would be short or long term.
1. Road Safety/Traffic Management: as in previous years, this is expected to be an informal, brief stop of traffic on Park Lane (not Huddersfield Road) by police, lasting around ten minutes, without a formal Traffic Regulation Order. The Council agreed to confirm with the police whether any paperwork or formal agreement is required, and to liaise with the football/cricket club regarding timing, as junior football fixtures on Park Lane have previously clashed with the road stoppage.
1. Bugler: confirmed and available this year (Crawford Howe). No fee is charged, but a donation to a charity of the bugler's choosing was requested; It was proposed by Cllr Liley, seconded by Cllr Lewins and resolved to donate £20, to be confirmed once the chosen charity is known.
1. Ceramic Poppies – Sponsorship: 35 poppies have been purchased at a cost of approximately £350, funded by sponsorship at £10 per poppy (22 of the 35 currently reserved, with one payment received to date). It was agreed this would be treated as a one-off sponsorship for this year only, covering the cost of the poppies, rather than an ongoing entitlement; sponsors will be acknowledged (e.g. via the Village Voice) unless they prefer to remain anonymous. Whether sponsorship becomes an annual arrangement, whether the fee changes, and whether future proceeds are donated to the Royal British Legion once costs are covered will be reviewed and decided ahead of next year, once this year's uptake and any losses/theft are known.
1. Ceramic Poppies – Security Considerations: to reduce the risk of theft, poppies will be put out on the morning of Remembrance Sunday itself (around 9.00am) and collected in again as it gets dark that day, rather than being left out for an extended period beforehand. Photographs for publicity purposes will instead be taken separately, ideally on a dry day beforehand (e.g. the preceding Saturday). No name plaques or labels will be attached to individual poppies this year, to keep arrangements simple for this first year.
1. First Aid / Welfare / Risk Assessment: no dedicated first-aid provision is planned this year beyond the police presence; it was noted some councillors hold historic first aid training, and this was felt to be sufficient given the short, well-attended nature of the event.
1. Accessibility Arrangements: no additional arrangements were agreed; the existing route was felt to be manageable for wheelchair users and those with mobility issues, as in previous years.
1. Photography / Communications: photographs will be taken for the website and Village Voice, ideally on a dry day (ahead of the event, given the poppies will only be displayed briefly on the day itself).
1. Wreath-laying Order: to follow the usual order — Parish Council, then Police, then School, then community groups/private individuals. The Council noted it needs to establish who, if anyone, will lay a wreath this year on behalf of arrangements previously coordinated by Leonard [surname not given], and agreed to appeal via the Village Voice for anyone planning to lay a wreath to make contact in advance. It was also noted that Leonard's daughter, Ruth, has offered a wreath found at Leonard's house, which the Council gratefully accepted for use at the memorial.
1. Contingency for Bad Weather: no formal contingency was agreed; the event will proceed as planned regardless of weather.

The Council agreed to publicise the arrangements (timings, poppy sponsorship, and refreshments) via the Village Voice and Facebook, repeating the publicity closer to the date given the lead time for the Village Voice.

2609/19	Correspondence Received
Correspondence received was noted and there were no items to consider for actions. 

2609/20	Matters of an Urgent Nature - None

2609/21	Items for the next Agenda
To note items for the meeting on Monday 12 October 2026
Remembrance Sunday 

Meeting closed at 20.20 hrs
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