


WEST BRETTON PARISH COUNCIL
Minutes of the Meeting of the Parish Council
held at 7.00 pm on Monday 13 July 2026
in West Bretton Village Hall
	Present:
	In attendance:

	Cllr R Liley (Chairman)
Cllr D Spaul
Cllr K Shaw
Cllr L Watson
	Mrs S Earnshaw, Clerk
Members of the Public: 2




2607/01 	Welcome and Apologies 
The Chair welcomed everyone to the meeting. Apologies were received from Cllr Lewins and Cllr Wriglesworth and reasons accepted.

260702	Public Admissions to Meetings Act (1960)
There were no items of a confidential nature which required the exclusion of members of the public and press from any item on the agenda.

2607/03	Declarations of Interest
There were no declarations of Pecuniary or Non-Pecuniary Interests from Members in respect to any items on the agenda. Members signed the register.

2607/04	Ordinary Vacancies on the Parish Council
It was noted that one co-opted vacancy remains on the Parish Council. Any residents interested in filling the vacancy were encouraged to contact the Clerk.

2607/05	Minutes of the Previous Meeting
It was proposed by Cllr Spaul, seconded by Cllr Liley and resolved to accept the minutes of the meeting held on 8 June 2026 as a correct record, subject to the following amendments:

· District Councillor James Johnston's surname to be corrected (spelled with a "t").
· Minute 2606/07F: the named contact at Wakefield Council to be corrected to Chris Raby
· Minute 2606/09A: to read "...in addition, approaches to the 30 mph limit coming into the village..." (the word "approaches" had been omitted).
· Minute 2606/12: the location of verge-tidying work to be corrected to read "opposite Cobbler Hall and the pump triangle" rather than "opposite the church"
· Minute 2606/13: to clarify that the Village Hall bowling club event referred to falls on a later Sunday than the one immediately following the June meeting, as the event date has since moved.

2607/06	Question Time
Members of the public raised concerns regarding:
· speeding and dangerous overtaking;
· additional Smiley SID placement;
· possible use of police speed‑detection vans or dummy cameras;
· resurfacing markings reinstated incorrectly;
· overgrown footway between Bretton and Haigh;
· behaviour and noise relating to speed humps on Bretton Lane;
· overhanging branches near the Village Hall.

The Chair confirmed ongoing action on highways and enforcement matters.

2607/07	Police Matters
a) Safe Scheme: the Council discussed how to make more targeted use of the funded Safe Scheme overtime, including focusing on specific time periods (eg school times) rather than ad hoc deployment, increasing visibility by pairing a marked/unmarked vehicle with an officer conducting checks at opposite ends of the village, and requesting fuller data from PC Firth on stops and checks carried out. It was agreed that Cllr Liley would contact PC Firth to explore these options, including whether Top Lane could be included in future Safe Scheme deployments.

b) West Yorkshire Safety Camera Partnership: the Council reported on contact made with the Partnership (Ops Support contact, Simon), confirming that data on monitoring/tickets issued must be requested via a Freedom of Information request; that the Partnership cannot itself alter enforcement timing or location but will factor in specific dates/times suggested by the Parish Council (e.g. school times) when planning deployments in West Bretton; and that a face-to-face meeting to make the case for West Bretton was raised as a longer-term aim.

c) PACT meeting on 30 June: A written report had been provided by Cllr Lewins following the last meeting and feedback was provided:

· Police patrols would continue to investigate activity in the Top Lane area.
· Encourage residents and visitors to report incidents (including trespass/anti-social behaviour and traffic incidents), as under-reporting limits the Council's ability to evidence problem locations to partner agencies.
· Monitor community concerns and provide updates via future PACT meetings.
· Review concerns regarding littering, biohazard waste and environmental impact in the Top Lane area.
· Consider targeted speed enforcement and visible police presence on Bretton Lane during school drop-off/pick-up periods.
· It was noted that a request to restrict vehicle access to land off Top Lane had not been supported, as the land is in third-party ownership and outside the Council's authority to restrict.

PACT future meetings were noted: 20/9; 24/22; 5/1/27; 9/3/27.

2607/08	Yorkshire Sculpture Park
No report was received. The Council noted it will need to establish a new point of contact at YSP following recent staff changes there.

2607/09	Bretton Hall
No report received. 

2607/10	District Councillors’ Reports
District Councillors not in attendance.

2607/11	Highways and Other Matters
a) Cllr Liley updated the Council on WMDC and National Highways matters:
· Following a site visit in early May, National Highways' contact passed a number of proposals to their traffic consultants, Premier Traffic. Proposed measures, for use when traffic is diverted through the village during planned National Highways works, comprise: portable solar-powered vehicle-activated speed signs at the northern and southern ends of the village; additional signage for oncoming vehicles; and signage warning of pedestrians at the dropped-kerb crossing where Sycamore Lane meets Huddersfield Road. National Highways will finalise the plans and provide a full report. It was noted these measures only apply during planned diversions, not unplanned incidents.

b) It was proposed by Cllr Liley, seconded by Cllr Spaul and resolved that the following lighting columns be put forward to the Principal Authority for weight-checking for use with a Speed Indicator Device (SID)

Huddersfield Road: 26, 31, 35, 46, 47
Bretton Lane: 2, 3, 5, 9
Claphouse Fold: 70

In the event that any of the above options were considered unsuitable following discussions with the Principal Authority, the Clerk would liaise with the Chairman and was delegated authority to implement revisions.

c) Other highways actions noted: continue to press National Highways/West Yorkshire Safety Camera Partnership on options for a Vehicle-Activated Sign, including conversion to a Smiley SID; request further detail on alternative traffic-calming measures (e.g. speed humps, "half islands"); continue liaison on Safe Scheme crossing points (response still awaited from a contact); note that a request for a right-turn prohibition at Sycamore Lane has been declined, as it would push additional traffic past the school within the 20 mph zone; and note that the resurfacing carried out was confirmed by National Highways as appropriate for the state of the road at the time.

Members noted that all village footpaths are currently in a very poor condition. The District Council has advised that the issue falls within the normal maintenance cycle.

2607/12	Parish Plan
a. Responsibilities: it was proposed that Parish Plan responsibilities for the 2026/27 budget year be allocated across the three key areas (Environment, Road Safety, Community), with two lead councillors per area reflecting councillors' existing active involvement (e.g. Safe Scheme, litter-picking). 

The following allocations were agreed:
Road Safety – Cllr Liley/Cllr Spaul
Environment – Cllr Watson/Cllr Shaw
Community – Cllr Lewins/Cllr Wriglesworth

It was emphasised this reflects a lead interest rather than sole responsibility, with all councillors continuing to contribute across all three areas.

b. the Council discussed pursuing further external grant funding opportunities, noting that recent experience suggests successful applications depend heavily on how a bid is framed against funder criteria, and that seeking guidance/briefing before applying (as had been done ahead of a recent funding submission) had proved worthwhile. It was agreed this is worth further consideration for future bids.

c. To receive an update on the tidy‑up of the village verges, and to agree future areas of work and when these will be undertaken
Verge tidy-up: an update was given on progress trimming village verges (ongoing and weather-dependent, aligned where possible with litter-picking days); this will continue on a rolling basis over the coming months.
Cllr Liley confirmed he would be undertaking some work this weekend. 

d. Confirmed the next litterpick/coffee morning would be Sunday 16 August 2026, meeting at 10.30am at the Village Institute for the litter‑pick, followed by the coffee morning at 11.30am. The Council noted low volunteer turnout and agreed to ask regular attendees whether a different day or time (eg an afternoon session) would help, with a view to trialling an alternative format to encourage wider participation.

2607/13	Village Institute
Cllr Spaul reported that the bowling club event has moved to Sunday 26 July 2026 (afternoon), with the bar open. The next Management Committee meeting is in September; there is no meeting in July.
2607/14	West Bretton J&I School
No formal update was received from the Governing Body. It was noted informally that the school's new playground has attracted positive local press coverage.
2607/15	Planning Matters
a. To note the following planning decisions:
26/00244/FUL – Toll Bar Farm, 99 Huddersfield Road, Bretton – Erection of Stables (retrospective), change of use of land for equestrian purposes and associated works. Approved.

26/00860/TCA – 18 Park Lane, Bretton -T1 Tulip poplar – Fell. Approved.

b. To consider the following validated planning applications received since the last meeting:
26/0115/SUB01 – Woodside Farm, Denby Dale Road, Bretton.
Discharge of condition 3 (Wildlife Enhancements) and Condition 7 (Boundary Treatments) from approved application 26/00115/FUL – validated 5/6/26

26/00960/FUL – Bullcliff Farm, Denby Dale Road, Bretton
Erection of agricultural building and association works. Validated 25/6/26

26/00966/FUL – Land Adj. Bullcliffe Grange, Denby Dale Road, Bretton
Retrospective consent for change of use of land, erection of stable block, riding arena and associated fencing, dry pens, lighting and external works

There were no objections or comments for onward transmission to the Principal Authority.
2607/16	Finance
a. To receive and note the bank statements, budget monitoring report and bank reconciliation for June 2026. It was proposed by Cllr Liley, seconded by Cllr Spaul and resolved that the following payments be made:

HMRC - Tax period 3 - £30.40
Mrs S Earnshaw, Clerk’s salary and in lieu of office (June) - £138.10
Mrs S Earnshaw, reimbursement for HP printer subscription - £6.49
Unity Trust Bank, monthly service charge - £7.00
West Yorkshire Police – Safe Scheme Qtr 1 Apr-Jun26 - £81.09
VizBiz Design Ltd – replacement hanging basket plaque - £18

Income from hanging basket sponsorship to date: £80x17 = £1,360
Interest on Unity Trust Bank plc – Instant Access account: £40.53

Ceramic Poppies – sponsorship - two families expressed interest in sponsoring poppies: one family requested four, and the other family requested two. The latter asked for their poppies to be in remembrance of two family members. The Council agreed to consider how best to accommodate this.

b. It was proposed by Cllr Liley, seconded by Cllr Spaul, and resolved that the Clerk be authorised to action payments during August. Council will receive details of any payments made under delegated authority between meetings and note income received.

c. There were no other financial matters for consideration.

2607/17	Clerk’s Report
There were no updates not otherwise included on the agenda. 

2607/18	Remembrance Sunday – 8 November 2026
The Council discussed arrangements for the event, including:
1. Poppy sponsorship: two family sponsorships had been requested; the Council discussed how best to acknowledge sponsors appropriately (eg via the village website/noticeboard) rather than by attaching individual labels to poppies, given concerns about weatherproofing and the risk of labels detaching and causing litter.
1. War Memorial poppy display: it was noted that poppies/artefacts had remained in place for several months after last year's event; it was agreed these should be removed at an appropriate point, targeting around three weeks' display before removal, timed ahead of Christmas lights going up at the end of November.
1. Church liaison: with Leonard Bartle, who previously coordinated the church arrangements, having sadly passed away, the Council agreed to identify a suitable new contact to represent the church’s interests in planning the service. It was further agreed that the Chair or Clerk would approach the family at an appropriate time to ascertain whether any helpful information or paperwork might be available. Order of service and wreath-laying: to be organised with the usual parties; a bugler and a reader are required for the service (not necessarily a member of the clergy).
1. Bugler – organised by Leonard Bartle. Will need to approach family to identify person to approach
1. Road safety/marshalling. As crossing arrangements will differ this year, with attendees needing to cross the road rather than walk down from the church, the Council agreed that volunteers will be required to assist pedestrians near the parking area. Police attendance (including wreath‑laying) and road‑closure support were also discussed. Refreshments: tea and coffee to be provided after the service as in previous years but in the Village Institute.

The Council agreed a clear plan, with defined ownership of each element, needs to be put in place ahead of the event.

2607/19	Correspondence Received
No actions needed from correspondence received.

2607/20	Matters of an Urgent Nature
A concern was raised about debris left on the road following National Highways’ resurfacing works during the earlier diversion. An assessment has since confirmed that the material does not meet the threshold for treatment as a trip hazard outside the normal maintenance cycle, so clearance will take place as part of routine works. Members expressed frustration at the length of time the debris has remained in place.

2607/21	Items for the next Agenda
Items for the meeting on Monday 14 September 2026: 
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