


WEST BRETTON PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of an Ordinary Meeting of the Parish Council
at 7.00 pm on Monday 11 May 2026 in West Bretton Village Hall

Present: 
Cllr R Liley (Chairman)
Cllr T Lewins
Cllr J Wriglesworth
Cllr D Spaul
Cllr L Watson

In attendance: Sue Earnshaw (Clerk)
Members of the Public: 1

2605/01 Election of Chairman and signing of the Acceptance of Office
It was proposed by Cllr Wriglesworth, seconded by Cllr Watson and resolved that Cllr Liley be Chairman for the 2026/27 municipal year. Councillor Liley signed the Acceptance of Office, countersigned by the Proper Officer.
2605/02 Election of Vice Chairman and signing of the Acceptance of Office
It was proposed by Cllr Liley, seconded by Cllr Watson and resolved that Cllr Lewins be Vice Chairman for the 2026/27 municipal year. Councillor Lewins signed the Acceptance of Office, countersigned by the Proper Officer.

2605/03 Welcome and Apologies
Cllr Shaw had sent apologies and the reason was accepted.  

2605/04 Public Admissions to Meetings Act (1960)
There were no items requiring the exclusion of the public and press.

2605/05 Declarations of Interest
There were no declarations of interest and the register was signed.

2605/06 Ordinary Vacancies on the Parish Council
No updates available.

2605/07 Minutes of the Previous Meeting
It was proposed by Cllr Spaul, seconded by Cllr Lewins and resolved that the minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on 20 April 2026 are a correct record.

2605/08 Question Time
A resident raised concerns that the new speed limits had not made a significant difference. 

Other key points raised:
- Full‑width road humps on Bretton Lane were suggested.
- The entrance into Bretton Lane should be tightened.

2605/09 Police Matters
a. The content of the Safe Scheme report for April was noted.

b. Future PACT meeting dates: 19 May, 30 June, 20 September, 24 November, 5 January 2027, 9 March 2027

2605/10 Yorkshire Sculpture Park
No report received.

2605/11 Bretton Hall
No report received.

2605/12 District Councillors’ Reports
No District Councillors present.

2605/13 Highways and Other Matters
a) Cllr Liley reported on a meeting with WMDC and Highways representatives, including the Head of Highways. 

It was acknowledged that there had been insufficient consultation regarding motorway diversions, which have contributed to deterioration of road surfaces within the village. 
A site visit will take place on 18 May at 10:30am to review required measures. 

Highways advised that current traffic speeds make a formal crossing unsafe. Members challenged this and requested alternative solutions.

Speed Limits – Early Impact of the introduction of the new 20mph and 40mph limits.
· Resident feedback has been mixed. 
· Road markings on Sycamore Lane are visible but obscured on Bretton Lane. 
· The 20mph sign near the school is poorly positioned. 
· 40mph terminal signs are considered too small and should be illuminated.

Traffic-Calming Measures - suggestions included:
· Full‑width road humps.
· Tightening the Bretton Lane entrance.
· A priority one‑way narrowing similar to Flockton.
· Potential narrowing near the school to reinforce the 20mph limit.

b) To agree next steps for permanent installation of the Smiley SID 
Members agreed to survey lighting columns for SID mounting and identified potential columns: (Hudds Road) 46, 47, 35, 31, 33, (Bretton Lane) 2, 3, 5 and (Sycamore Lane) 2. The Clerk to contact Sitlington Parish Council to confirm if they would still be interested in part-funding some lighting columns for SIDs in its area.

The Clerk will recheck with the District Council the cost and number of columns that can be inspected in one day.  

c) To consider any other highways matters:
The District Council will undertake surface dressing of the A637 through the village from 16 May, subject to suitable weather conditions.

Cllr Spaul made the following observations: 
• South of the YSP roundabout, the current road markings consist of 6m lines with a 3m gap hazard lines. As the speed limit is 40mph, these should be 4m lines with a 2m gap. 
• Between 18 May and 3 July, the District Council will be undertaking improvements to the footway from Bramley Lane to Woodend Cottage.

Cllr Lewins reported that he had requested “pick up” stencils to be applied to pavements to remind dog walkers to clean up after their pets. Stencils have now been placed on Sycamore Lane, and he will follow up to ensure that other areas are also completed.

2605/14 Parish Plan
a) The following dates were agreed for future Litterpicking:
24 May - litterpick
28 June - litterpick
16 August – Litterpick and coffee morning with Village Hall
27 September – Litterpick and coffee morning with Village Hall

b) Following discussion, it was agreed that the focus should be on submitting a grant application through the District Council’s Capital Project Grant fund for an additional SID for the village.

c) Ceramic “Poppies” for Remembrance Sunday 2026 – the following was agreed:
• Cllr Liley will approach the company to ask whether preferential rates are available for a bulk purchase (e.g., up to 30). 
• The Village Voice will be used to advertise a “sponsor a poppy” opportunity. 
• YSP will be approached to ask whether they would be prepared to sponsor a poppy or assist in any way. 
• Updates and further information will be provided at the July meeting.

2605/15 Village Institute
Cllr Spaul shared a report from the Management Committee:
· There are new chairs in the Committee room; 
· Tables and benches now on the “patio area” came from Volare (Skelmanthorpe). 
· Cheese tasting on 30/5 from 7pm - tickets are £20. 

2605/16 West Bretton J&I School
Cllr Spaul reported that improvements had been made to an area in the school field to enable it to be used in all weathers.

2605/17 Planning Matters
a) Planning Decisions: none to report.

b) Validated planning applications received since the last meeting:

24/02106/SUB01 – Bullcliff Farm, Denby Dale Road, Bretton
Discharge of Condition 2 (Details of Doors), Condition 3 (Details of Plasterboard) and Condition 4 (Details of relocated services) from approved application 24/02106/LBC.
Validated 16/4/26

26/00723/FUL – 27 Maltkiln Drive, Bretton
Single storey and side extension. Validated 5/5/26

No comments to submit to the Local Authority.

2605/18 Finance
a) The bank statements, budget monitoring report and bank reconciliation for April 2026 were noted and initialled by members.

b) It was proposed by Cllr Lewins, seconded by Cllr Liley and resolved that the following payments be authorised:

HMRC - Tax period 1 - £30.40
Mrs S Earnshaw, Clerk’s salary and in lieu of office (May) - £138.10
Mrs S Earnshaw, reimbursement for HP printer subscription - £6.49
Unity Trust Bank, monthly service charge - £7.00
West Yorkshire Police – Safe Scheme Qtr 4 Jan-Mar - £254.92
Clare Smith Internal Auditor – Internal Audit 2025/26 - £70.00
HMRC – Tax period 2 - £30.40
Defib Store UK (reimburse Mrs S Earnshaw) – purchase of Defib pads - £82.80

c) The Internal Audit report for 2025/26 was received and the contents noted. No actions needed. 

d) To approve and sign Section 1 – Annual Governance Statement of the Annual Governance and Accountability Return (AGAR) for the financial year 2025/26
It was resolved that this be approved and was duly signed by the Chairman and RFO

e) To approve and sign Section 2 – Accounting Statement 2025/26
It was resolved that this be approved and was duly signed by the Chairman and RFO

f) To approve and sign the Certificate of Exemption
It was resolved that this be approved and was duly signed by the Chairman and RFO. The Certificate of Exemption will now be submitted to the External Auditor, PKF Littlejohn.

g) To agree the Notice of Public Rights
It was agreed that the Notice of Public Rights would be between 3 June 2026 to 14 July 2026 and that the Notice, dated 12 May 2026, will be placed on the noticeboard at the Village Hall and on the website on that date.

h) It was proposed by Cllr Liley, seconded by Cllr Lewins and resolved that the current Internal Auditor be appointed for 2026/27.

i) There were no additional financial matters for consideration.

2605/19 Clerk’s Report
No updates not otherwise included on the agenda.

2605/20 Correspondence Received
No actions needed

2605/21 Matters of an Urgent Nature
No matters of an urgent nature to share.

2605/22 Items for the next Agenda
Items for the meeting on Monday 8 June 2026 to be submitted to the Clerk by 1 June.

Meeting closed at 20:01
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