


WEST BRETTON PARISH COUNCIL
Minutes of an Ordinary Meeting of the Parish Council 
held at 7.00 pm on Monday 14 July 2025
in West Bretton Village Hall

Present:					In attendance:
Cllr R Liley (Chairman)			Mrs S Earnshaw, Clerk
Cllr D Spaul					Members of the Public: 4
Cllr J Wriglesworth				D/Cllr A Nicholls (left at 8.10pm)
Cllr K Shaw					
Cllr L Watson
Cllr A Lewins							

2507/01	Welcome
Cllr Liley welcomed everyone to the meeting.

2507/02	Non-attendance of Councillors
All Councillors in attendance. Apologies had been received from D/Cllr Harvey, and these were noted.

2507/03	Public Admissions to Meetings Act (1960).
There were no items of a confidential nature which required the exclusion of members of the public and press from any item on the agenda which may be of a confidential nature of the business being transacted. 

2507/04	Declarations of Interest
There were no declarations of Pecuniary or Non-Pecuniary Interests from Members in respect to any items on the agenda. Members signed the register.

2507/05	Ordinary vacancies on the Parish Council
It was proposed by Cllr Shaw, seconded by Cllr Liley and resolved that Mr A Lewins be co-opted to one of the vacancies on the Parish Council. The Acceptance of Office was signed by Mr Lewins and the Clerk.

2507/06	To approve the minutes of an Ordinary meeting of the Parish Council held 		on 9 June 2025
It was proposed by Cllr Spaul, seconded by Cllr Liley and resolved that the minutes of the meeting held on 9 June 2025 be agreed as an accurate record.

2507/07	Question Time
The following questions were raised by residents:

· Concerns regarding the substandard workmanship of the recent pavement resurfacing along Maltkiln Drive, as well as the apparent lack of quality control. Cllr Nicholls agreed to refer the issue to the appropriate department at the District Council.

· which organisation is responsible for the clearance of overgrowing weeds in the Lakes and run off points

· Solar Farm at Woolley Edge and concerns that the decision would be made this week

2507/08	Police Matters 
a) The Safe Scheme reports for May and June were received and noted. It was agreed to continue the regular monitoring of anti-social behaviour.

b) At the meeting arranged by PC Firth at 10am on Friday, 4 July, with representatives from interested organisations, discussions took place regarding activities in specific areas of the Parish, including concerns about vehicle parking on Top Lane.

2507/09	Yorkshire Sculpture Park
No report from YSP.

2507/10	Bretton Hall
No updates available. 

2507/11	District Councillor reports
D/Cllr Nicholls reported 

· The introduction of “Neighbourhood Coordinators”, tasked with overseeing the agreed priorities, including road safety and traffic calming measures on the A637; traffic issues within Netherton, Middlestown, and West Bretton; and addressing the problem of illegal car sales in Middlestown.

· The West Yorkshire Police Wakefield West newsletter reported the appointment of Stuart Bainbridge, as the new District Commander.

· That he would be attending the full Wakefield Council meeting on 16 July.

2507/12	Highways and other matters
a) Cllr Liley gave a brief resume from the June meeting and confirmed that the speed reductions planned for the Parish were scheduled for this municipal year and he will continue to press for dates when this will be actioned.

b) Members considered the three quotes which had been received for a “Smiley SID” and it was proposed by Cllr Liley, seconded by Cllr Wriglesworth and resolved that the quote received from Elan City would be accepted.

c) It was agreed to liaise with Wakefield Council to identify the most suitable lighting columns for use by the Speed Indicator Device (SID).

d) The Clerk to complete and submit the specification sheet required by Wakefield Council, requesting a quotation for conducting a weight-bearing assessment on the proposed lighting columns.

e) There were no other issues for consideration.

2507/13	Village Institute
Cllr Spaul reported the following:
· A BBQ will be held on Friday 18 July
· The next litterpick will be on Sunday 17 August

2507/14	West Bretton J&I School
The School will be closed for the summer break from Tuesday 22 July.

2507/15	Planning Applications received/approved for the period

a) PLANNING DECISIONS
25/00930/AGR – Woodside Farm, Denby Dale Road, Bretton. 
Agricultural building for the storage of grain. Prior approval not required.

b) VALIDATED PLANNING APPLICATIONS
None

2507/16	Parish Plan
a) It was agreed that the following priorities would be included in the Parish Plan for 2025/26:

Road Safety: Control speeding/20mph around village and school area/safe crossing points/lower speed limits at entry or exit to village

Community: support local events/support Police Safe Scheme patrols/improve local bus services

Environment: reduce fly tipping/reduce litter in the village/improve presentation of village

It was agreed that the priorities would be reviewed regularly at meetings and would be updated to reflect any changes or developments.

b) “Bretton in Bloom”
The Clerk reported that WMDC had been in contact to advise that the contractor supplying the hanging baskets was in breach of license conditions. Specifically, WMDC required a neoprene spacer (or similar material) to be placed between the lighting column and the basket holder to prevent damage to the column. Additionally, plaques were to be attached to the basket holder rather than directly to the lighting column. Both issues have now been rectified.                        

2507/17	Finance
a) It was proposed by Cllr Liley, seconded by Cllr Spaul and resolved to receive the bank statements, budget monitor and bank reconciliation for June and presentation of accounts payable, receive details of any payment made between meetings using delegated authority and note income received.

HMRC                        Tax period 4	£30.40
Mrs S Earnshaw         Clerk’s salary & in lieu of office (July)	£138.10
Mrs S Earnshaw         Reimburse HP Printer subscription	£6.49
Unity Trust Bank plc   Monthly Service Charge	£6.00
VizBiz Designs	Purchase of plaques for hanging baskets  	£72.00

As no meeting will be held in August, the Clerk to arrange payment of the salary, HMRC obligations, and any other invoices received during the month and a full report of these transactions shall be presented at the September meeting.

b) It was agreed that the Clerk should investigate suitable replacement options for a Parish laptop, up to a maximum value of £350, and present details at the next meeting.	

2507/18	Clerk’s Report
a) The Clerk reported three incidents of fly-tipping: two in bus laybys and one along Bretton Lane. All affected areas have since been cleared.

b) To receive Correspondence and consider appropriate action or responses
Wakefield Council	Planning lists
	Unity Trust Bank	Monthly statements
	YLCA	Fortnightly training bulletins/White Rose updates/training 		opportunities
Wakefield Council	Town & Parish Council Liaison Meeting minutes
Wakefield Council	Correspondence re breach of licensing agreement for hanging 	baskets

2507/19	Matters of an urgent nature (for information only) 
or items for inclusion on the agenda of the next meeting (Monday 8 September 2025)

Items for the next agenda: 
· provision of Christmas decorations for display around the village.
· Local bus services 

Meeting closed at 8.15pm
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