


WEST BRETTON PARISH COUNCIL
Minutes of an Ordinary Meeting of the Parish Council 
held at 7.00 pm on Monday 17 November 2025
in West Bretton Village Hall

Present:					In attendance:
Cllr R Liley (Chairman)			Mrs S Earnshaw, Clerk
Cllr D Spaul					Members of the Public: None
Cllr K Shaw					
Cllr T Lewins									
				
2511/01	Welcome
The Chairman welcomed everyone to the meeting. Apologies had been received from Cllr Wriglesworth and Cllr Watson and the reasons accepted. Apologies from D/Cllr Nicholls were noted.

2511/02	Public Admissions to Meetings Act (1960)	
There were no items of a confidential nature which required the exclusion of members of the public and press from any item on the agenda which may be of a confidential nature of the business being transacted.

2511/03	Declarations of Interest
There were no declarations of Pecuniary or Non-Pecuniary Interests from Members in respect to any items on the agenda. Members signed the register.

2511/04	Ordinary vacancies on the Parish Council
It was noted there remains one co-opted vacancy on the Parish Council.

2511/05	To approve the Minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on 13 October 2025
It was proposed by Cllr Spaul, seconded by Cllr Shaw and resolved that the minutes of the meeting held on 13 October 2025 be agreed as an accurate record. 

2511/06	Question Time
None

2511/07	Police Matters 
a) 	The Safe Scheme report for September was received and noted

b) 	Thanks are extended to PC Firth for the work he does for the Parish. Targeted work for this 	month to include work around Haigh regarding speed of traffic.

2511/08	Yorkshire Sculpture Park 
The following update was provided for the meeting: 
· The search for a new director continues and with interviews scheduled before Christmas
· Continue to be open now 6 days a week with the park closed to all visitors on Mondays except for school holidays. 
· Will be closed to all visitors on Christmas Eve and Christmas Day. 
· New exhibition opening in the Chapel in early December and are in the process of installing various new sculptures in the park before winter fully arrives. 
· No further news regarding the Bretton Hall development. 

2511/09	Bretton Hall – no updates available

2511/10	District Councillor reports – no District Councillor reports available.

2511/11	Highways and other matters
a) Cllr Liley reported he had followed up with the District Council on progress but was still awaiting any updates.

b) The Clerk advised that, due to the District Council’s PFI contract with Amey, the Parish Council is not permitted to appoint an independent contractor for weight checks. This clarification was provided by the District Council following a challenge to the charge made by Amey. It was suggested that exploration of collaboration with neighbouring Parish Councils may help manage and reduce costs.

c) The following lighting columns were agreed for the installation of the Smiley SID:
Huddersfield Road 31/35/47
Bretton Lane 6

d) to raise any other issues for consideration and agree appropriate action:
Cllr Liley reported that, as a resident, he had submitted a formal complaint to National Highways regarding the redirection of M1 traffic through the village. The complaint was escalated but rejected on grounds of logistics and associated costs, which prevent the retention of a single open lane. Works commenced on 1 October and are scheduled for completion by 15 December, subject to any avoidable delays. As compensation, he has requested the provision of two SIDs

Members considered the opportunity to pursue crowdfunding as a means of financing further SIDs for the village.

2511/12	Village Institute
Cllr Spaul reported the following:
· Winter Warmer – Sunday 23/11
· Festive Fuddle 20/12
· The main hall had been redecorated at the end of October

2511/13	West Bretton J&I School
Nothing to report.

2511/14	Planning Applications received/approved for the period

a) PLANNING DECISIONS – None.

b) VALIDATED PLANNING APPLICATIONS
25/01835/FUL – The Granary, Denby Dale Road, Bretton
Conversion and extension from disused stables/granary to single dwelling with parking and associated works and the change in use of land to form residential curtilage. Validated: 21/10/2025 Consultation Date: 19/11/2025

2511/15	Parish Plan
a) There are no further updates on progress with the Parish Plan for this meeting.

b) All arrangements for “Christmas 2025” are in hand.

c) It was proposed by Cllr Liley, seconded by Cllr Spaul and resolved that the draft Request for Quotation for grounds maintenance services for 2026/27 be approved.

d) Members agreed that thanks should be extended to all those involved in Remembrance Sunday 2025. The Clerk to liaise with the relevant parties to produce a checklist of required actions and deadlines for 2026. Refreshments in the Village Hall will be provided for attendees at the service in November 2026.

e) The Clerk will identify the current arrangements for the production of the Village Voice and determine what support may be required from the Parish Council to ensure its continuation.

2511/16	Finance
a) To receive the bank statements, budget monitoring report, and bank reconciliation for October review the presentation of accounts payable; note any payments made under delegated authority between meetings; and acknowledge income received.

It was proposed by Cllr Lewins, seconded by Cllr Liley and resolved to make the following payments:

HMRC                        Tax period 8				£30.40
Mrs S Earnshaw         Clerk’s salary & in lieu of office (Nov)	£138.10
Mrs S Earnshaw         Reimburse HP Printer subscription	£6.49
Unity Trust Bank plc   Monthly Service Charge	£6.00
Mrs S Earnshaw	   Dell laptop reimbursement	£349.00
WY Police	   Safe Scheme Qtr 2 July/September	£266.56

An Internal Transfer of £500 from the Instant Access account to Current T1 account was also agreed.

b) It was agreed that the Clerk will circulate a reminder to organisations regarding the small grant application process. Applications will be considered at the January 2026 meeting, when the 2026/27 budget will be agreed.

2511/17	Clerk’s Report
a) Updates arising from the minutes not included on the agenda – none.

b) To receive correspondence and consider any necessary actions or responses
Wakefield Council	Planning lists
	Unity Trust Bank plc	Monthly statements and Change in Terms and Conditions
	YLCA	Fortnightly training bulletins/White Rose updates/training 	opportunities
	YLCA	Whole Council training information
Unity Trust Bank plc	Change of charges wef 1/2/2026

2511/18	Matters of an urgent nature (for information only) 
or items for inclusion on the agenda of the next meeting (Monday 8 December 2025)
None.

Meeting closed at 20:15
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