


WEST BRETTON PARISH COUNCIL
Minutes of an Ordinary Meeting of the Parish Council 
held at 7.00 pm on Monday 13 October 2025
in West Bretton Village Hall

Present:					In attendance:
Cllr R Liley (Chairman)			Mrs S Earnshaw, Clerk
Cllr D Spaul					Members of the Public: 5
Cllr J Wriglesworth				D/Cllr S Harvey (arrived 7.15pm/left 8.21pm)
Cllr K Shaw					D/Cllr A Nicholls (left 8.41pm) 
Cllr T Lewins					
				
2510/01	Welcome
Cllr Liley welcomed everyone to the meeting.

2510/02	Non-attendance of Councillors
Cllr Watson had submitted her apologies and these were accepted. 

2510/03	Public Admissions to Meetings Act (1960).
There were no items of a confidential nature which required the exclusion of members of the public and press from any item on the agenda which may be of a confidential nature of the business being transacted. 

2510/04	Declarations of Interest
There were no declarations of Pecuniary or Non-Pecuniary Interests from Members in respect to any items on the agenda. Members signed the register.

2510/05	Ordinary vacancies on the Parish Council
It was noted there remains one co-opted vacancy on the Parish Council.

2510/06	To approve the minutes of an Ordinary meeting of the Parish 			Council held on 8 September 2025
It was proposed by Cllr Shaw, seconded by Cllr Spaul and resolved that the minutes of the meeting held on 8 September 2025 be agreed as an accurate record. 

2510/07	Question Time
Residents attended to raise questions regarding the A637 up to 30mph signs at Bretton and these were discussed. 

A resident reported that improvements have been made around the lower lake, including the clearing of the cascade and waterfall, and the removal of rubbish. However, weed removal within the lakes is still outstanding. D/Cllr Harvey agreed to follow up and identify who carried out the completed works.

Several traffic redirections are planned through the village during October and November. The Parish Council has not been informed of these changes. District Councillors to discuss and clarify the situation with Highways.

2510/08	Police Matters 
a) The Safe Scheme report for September was received and noted. 
It was noted that recent issues in Haigh had been met with helpful and effective support from the Police, which was appreciated by those affected.

b) In light of the darker evenings, it was agreed to maintain current arrangements for the time being. Focus will then shift to future priorities including traffic-related activities, burglary prevention, and car theft monitoring. A suggestion was made that the Police should also include the area of Haigh in their ongoing monitoring and patrol activities, if they are not already doing so.

c) Memorandum of Understanding was received and it was proposed by Cllr Wriglesworth, seconded by Cllr Liley and resolved that the Clerk should sign and return the document. 

2510/09	Yorkshire Sculpture Park
No report from YSP.

2510/10	Bretton Hall
No updates available. 

2510/11	District Councillor reports
D/Cllr Nicholls reported: 
There are a number of schemes across the District but these lack delivery dates and following up
Identify community groups that need support
There is 1PC and 1PCSO for the Rural Ward / Smiley SID not in action at the moment / radar gun in for calibration

D/Cllr Harvey reported that Woolley Hall been sold without discussion with members – legal processes are still ongoing.

2510/12	Highways and other matters
a) Cllr Liley reported that staffing resignations had occurred within Highways WMDC and this had affected delivery of the consultation regarding proposed changes to speed limits.

The Parish Council submitted its response to the consultation, referencing speed data collected within the Village. WMDC advised that traffic calming measures cannot be implemented on A or B roads unless the average speed is below 35mph.

A deadline of 7 November was set for submitting further responses. WMDC confirmed that all planned actions remain on track to be completed within the current fiscal year.

b) The Clerk shared the response from WMDC on suitable lighting columns for a Smiley SID Share response from WMDC on suitable lighting columns for Smiley SID and agree action:

	LC35 on Hudd Road – cutting back the vegetation may help,
LC44 on Hudd Road – Reference would be needed to West Yorkshire Police regarding the signage. Currently this column would fail due to the signage in situ.

The other locations are new and were not checked during the visit by WMDC representative, but it is assumed if there is no vegetation or existing attachments, they maybe acceptable.  

It was agreed that a review of suitable lighting columns would be undertaken by members and findings submitted for a decision at the next meeting. 


c) The Clerk reported on correspondence received from the Council’s insurer regarding Public Liability coverage in the event of injury to individuals or damage to vehicles resulting from the installation of the Speed Indicator Device (SID). 

They had advised Public Liability cover would apply in the event of injury to a third party or damage to property arising from the installation of the Speed Indicator Device (SID), provided the Council were found legally liable or negligent. It was noted that liability would depend on the specific circumstances and could not be confirmed with certainty.

d) There were no other issues for consideration.

2510/13	Village Institute
Cllr Spaul reported that the recent quiz night had been successful and the concert planned for 18 October has been rearranged.

2510/14	West Bretton J&I School
Nothing to report.

2510/15	Planning Applications received/approved for the period

a) PLANNING DECISIONS
25/01140/FUL - White Rose Equestrian Centre Denby Dale Road Bretton Wakefield WF4 4JN 
Retrospective application for the use of existing buildings and land for equestrian purposes. Application approved.

25/00874/FUL – Bretton Mill Farm, Huddersfield Road, Haigh
Erection of 5 no. residential dwellings following demolition of existing haulage buildings and cessation of haulage yard operations, including provision of a separate area of land for biodiversity net gain. Application approved.

b) VALIDATED PLANNING APPLICATIONS
25/01822/FUL – 20 Sycamore Lane, Bretton
Retrospective application for the erection of an oak pergola to rear garden. Validated 29/9/25.

8.21pm D/Cllr Harvey left the meeting

2510/16	Parish Plan
a) 2025/26 Parish Plan (road safety) priorities: no additional developments to report.

b) “Christmas 2025”
It was proposed by Cllr Liley, seconded by Cllr Shaw, and resolved that battery-operated lights be installed by the contractor on the Christmas tree located in the Church grounds for this year. 

It was also agreed that consideration be given to the provision of sponsored hanging baskets in the Haigh area, which remains within the Parish boundary.

c) The Clerk circulated information outlining the areas requiring grounds maintenance across the Parish. Cllr Liley reported that he had identified three potential contractors to approach for a quotation. It was agreed that a quotation document would be drafted and presented at the next meeting for consideration and action.

d) Parcel collection point within the village:
Investigations have revealed that larger firms are unwilling to provide a new collection point, citing sufficient existing facilities nearby. A response from Amazon is awaited.
              
2510/17	Finance
a) It was proposed by Cllr Liley, seconded by Cllr Spaul and resolved to receive the bank statements, budget monitor and bank reconciliation for September and presentation of accounts payable, receive details of any payment made between meetings using delegated authority and note income received.

HMRC                        Tax period 7	£30.40
Mrs S Earnshaw         Clerk’s salary & in lieu of office (Oct)	£138.10
Mrs S Earnshaw         Reimburse HP Printer subscription	£6.49
Unity Trust Bank plc   Monthly Service Charge	£6.00
Mrs S Earnshaw	   Reimburse wreath purchase	£50.00

Internal transfer of £500 from Unity Trust Bank Instant Access account to Current T1 account.

c) The Clerk reported that she had investigated options for replacing the Parish laptop, which is no longer fit for purpose due to Microsoft’s planned end of support for Windows 10 after October 2025. Financial details for two potential laptop models were presented for consideration.

It was proposed by Cllr Liley, seconded by Cllr Watson, and resolved that the Clerk proceed with the purchase of a Dell 15” laptop at a cost of £349.00 including VAT, with reimbursement to be made accordingly. The Clerk to ensure all information and data on the current laptop is securely removed prior to disposal.

2510/18	Clerk’s Report
a) The Clerk reported updates on questions raised at the last meeting: none.

b) Draft IT Policy: It was proposed by Cllr Liley, seconded by Cllr Shaw and resolved that the draft IT Policy be adopted

8.41pm: D/Cllr Nicholls left the meeting

c) To receive Correspondence and consider appropriate action or responses
Wakefield Council	Planning lists
Unity Trust Bank	Monthly statements and Change in Terms and Conditions
YLCA	Fortnightly training bulletins/White Rose updates/training 	opportunities
YLCA	Whole Council training information
Wakefield Council	Update on traffic calming measures to be delayed
D/Cllr Nicholls	Community Action Day
D/Cllr Nicholls	Free Advice Sessions for cost of living support Autumn

2510/19	Matters of an urgent nature (for information only) 
or items for inclusion on the agenda of the next meeting (Monday 17 November 2025)

Items for the next agenda: Village Voice / Remembrance Day 2026 / Christmas 2026


Meeting closed at 8.48pm
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