WEST BRETTON PARISH COUNCIL
Minutes of an Ordinary Meeting of the Parish Council 
held at 7.00 pm on Monday 08 September 2025
in West Bretton Village Hall

Present:					In attendance:
Cllr R Liley (Chairman)			Mrs S Earnshaw, Clerk
Cllr D Spaul					Members of the Public: 1
Cllr J Wriglesworth				D/Cllr S Harvey (arrived 7.10pm)
Cllr K Shaw					
Cllr L Watson				 
Cllr T Lewins					
				
2509/01	Welcome
Cllr Liley welcomed everyone to the meeting.

2509/02	Non-attendance of Councillors
All Councillors in attendance. 

2509/03	Public Admissions to Meetings Act (1960).
There were no items of a confidential nature which required the exclusion of members of the public and press from any item on the agenda which may be of a confidential nature of the business being transacted. 

2509/04	Declarations of Interest
There were no declarations of Pecuniary or Non-Pecuniary Interests from Members in respect to any items on the agenda. Members signed the register.

2509/05	Ordinary vacancies on the Parish Council
It was noted there remains one co-opted vacancy on the Parish Council.

2509/06	To approve the minutes of an Ordinary meeting of the Parish Council held 		on 14 July 2025
It was proposed by Cllr Liley, seconded by Cllr Spaul and resolved that the minutes of the meeting held on 14 July 2025 be agreed as an accurate record. 

2509/07	Question Time
The following questions were raised by residents:
Resident attending raised further concerns about the state of the lakes/rivers/etc. 

2509/08	Police Matters 
a) The Safe Scheme reports for July and August were received and noted. They included reporting of stolen cars which are used for burglaries in other areas. Reminder in the VV to be vigilant and ensure cars are secure.

b) It was agreed to continue the regular monitoring of anti-social behaviour. A PACT meeting had been held recently and laybys had been discussed as an ongoing matter. Safe Scheme officers to continue with “walk throughs” this month. 

2509/09	Yorkshire Sculpture Park
No report from YSP.

2509/10	Bretton Hall
No updates available. 

2509/11	District Councillor reports
D/Cllr Harvey reported: 

· Attended the last litterpicking event
· Lack of positive feedback from MBarnes about speeding through the village. 
· On attending the Emergency Planning meeting at the District Council

She agreed to investigate which officer/department within the District Council holds responsibility for ensuring legal compliance regarding the maintenance and oversight of the lakes.

2509/12	Highways and other matters
a) Cllr Liley reported that the August consultation on speed reductions had not been issued as anticipated. A follow-up was made last week and a response is still awaited.

b) The Clerk reported the “Smiley SID” has been received. 

c) Members reviewed the possible lighting columns for using and these suggestions will be sent to the District Council for approval.  Lighting Columns identified for further investigation are: 9, 26, 31, 35, 44, 47, 49.

The Clerk was asked to enquire whether the Police sign on LC44 can be removed, and to confirm whether the Parish Council’s Public Liability insurance covers any damage to persons or vehicles arising from the installation of the SID.

d) There were no other issues for consideration.

2509/13	Village Institute
Cllr Spaul reported the following:
· The recent BBQ and Quiz night had been very successful
· The Management Committee meeting will be on 16 September
· A Quiz night is organised for 26 September
· Bar continues to be open on Friday afternoons

2509/14	West Bretton J&I School
The next Governing Body meeting is on Tuesday 14 October.

2509/15	Planning Applications received/approved for the period

a) PLANNING DECISIONS
None

b) VALIDATED PLANNING APPLICATIONS
25/01140/FUL - White Rose Equestrian Centre Denby Dale Road Bretton Wakefield WF4 4JN 
Retrospective application for the use of existing buildings and land for equestrian purposes
Validated 31/7/25
No comments

2509/16	Parish Plan
a) All current updates on the 2025/26 Parish Plan (road safety) priorities have already been shared under minute 2509/12; no additional developments were reported.

b) “Christmas 2025” – It was suggested that battery lights could be used on the Christmas tree in the Church grounds. The Clerk to approach the Church to seek permission. Christmas baskets to be arranged in line with last year’s display

c) Opportunities for improving the local bus service were discussed.

d) Clerk to confirm with grounds contractor: areas covered, tasks completed, and maintenance frequency.

e) Upcoming litterpicking dates agreed: 12 October and 23 November.                 
2509/17	Finance
a) It was proposed by Cllr Liley, seconded by Cllr Spaul and resolved to receive the bank statements, budget monitor and bank reconciliation for July/August and presentation of accounts payable, receive details of any payment made between meetings using delegated authority and note income received.

HMRC                        Tax period 4	£30.40
Mrs S Earnshaw         Clerk’s salary & in lieu of office (Sept)	£138.10
Mrs S Earnshaw         Reimburse HP Printer subscription	£6.49
Unity Trust Bank plc   Monthly Service Charge	£6.00
Elan City	Smiley SID	£3,000.00
Royal British Legion	Purchase of Wreath and donation	£50.00
Vision ICT	1 email address (tlewins@)	£24.00

The following payments were reported as being made in August:
HMRC                        Tax period 5	£30.40
Mrs S Earnshaw         Clerk’s salary & in lieu of office (Aug)	£138.10
Mrs S Earnshaw         Reimburse HP Printer subscription	£6.49
Unity Trust Bank plc   Monthly Service Charge	£6.00

b) The Clerk reported that the Parish Council’s insurance policy has been updated to include the Smiley SID, which has also been added to the Asset Inventory.

c) The Clerk reported that she had investigated options for replacing the Parish laptop, which is no longer fit for purpose due to Microsoft’s planned end of support for Windows 10 after October 2025. Financial details for two potential laptop models were presented for consideration.

It was proposed by Cllr Liley, seconded by Cllr Watson, and resolved that the Clerk proceed with the purchase of a Dell 15” laptop at a cost of £349.01 including VAT with reimbursement to be made accordingly.

d) It was proposed by Cllr Liley, seconded by Cllr Wriglesworth and resolved to purchase a wreath for Remembrance Sunday at a total cost of £50.00.

HMRC                        Tax period 4	£30.40
Mrs S Earnshaw         Clerk’s salary & in lieu of office (Sept)	£138.10
Mrs S Earnshaw         Reimburse HP Printer subscription	£6.49
Unity Trust Bank plc   Monthly Service Charge	£6.00


2509/18	Clerk’s Report
a) The Clerk reported updates on questions raised at the last meeting:
Concerns regarding the substandard workmanship of the recent pavement resurfacing along Maltkiln Drive, as well as the apparent lack of quality control. Resident received a response from the District Council and D/Cllr Nicholls agreed to refer the issue to the appropriate department at the District Council.

b) Which organisation is responsible for the clearance of overgrowing weeds in the Lakes and run off points. Contact was made with YSP. The District Council manages reservoir safety at Cascade Bridge and Dam Head, including vegetation management to support inspection and maintenance. YSP retains responsibility for the lakes and surrounding woodland under the terms of the lease with the District Council.

c) Response received from Wakefield Council on Weed clearance and spraying: Weed management across the district is undertaken as resources permit, typically from April to early October. Maintained areas may receive one or two treatments per season, though delivery is subject to weather-related delays. Wakefield Council follows Amenity Forum best practice guidelines.

It was confirmed that the area was treated on 05.09.2025. 

d) Draft IT Policy: defer to a future meeting.

e) To receive Correspondence and consider appropriate action or responses
Wakefield Council	Planning lists
	Unity Trust Bank	Monthly statements
	YLCA	Fortnightly training bulletins/White Rose updates/training 	opportunities
Wakefield Council	Town & Parish Council Liaison Meeting minutes

2509/19	Matters of an urgent nature (for information only) 
or items for inclusion on the agenda of the next meeting (Monday 13 October 2025)

Items for the next agenda: 
Drop off points/lockers/Parcel collection point in the Village – to review if this will support parishioners – investigate cost. 

Meeting closed at 8.15pm
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