


WEST BRETTON PARISH COUNCIL
Minutes of the meeting held at 7.30 pm on 
Monday 13 January 2025
in West Bretton Village Hall

Present:					In attendance:
Cllr R Liley					Mrs S Earnshaw, Clerk
Cllr D Spaul					Members of the Public: 1
Cllr L Watson				D/Cllr S Harvey
Cllr J Wriglesworth				D/Cllr A Nicholls
Cllr K Shaw					PC S Firth

2501/01	Welcome
Cllr Liley welcomed everyone to the meeting.

2501/02	Non-attendance of Councillors
All Parish Councillors present.

2501/03	Public Admissions to Meetings Act (1960). 
There were no items of a confidential nature which required the exclusion of members of the public and press from any item on the agenda which may be of a confidential nature of the business being transacted.

2501/04 	Declarations of Interest
There were no declarations of Pecuniary or Non-Pecuniary Interests from Members in respect to any items on the agenda and members signed the register.

2501/05	Ordinary vacancies on the Parish Council
There were no updates on the filling of the two vacancies.

2501/06	To approve as an accurate record the minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 9 December 2024
It was proposed by Cllr Spaul, seconded by Cllr Liley and resolved that the minutes of the meeting held on 9 December 2024 be signed as an accurate record, subject to removing Cllr Wriglesworth shown under “Present”. 

2501/07	Question Time 
The resident present thanked the Parish Council for its working to bring about traffic improvements and expressed disappointment at the lack of action by District Council.

2501/08	Yorkshire Sculpture Park 
Kevin Rodd, Deputy Director, will be attending to share updates to future meetings.

2501/09	Bretton Hall
No updates available.

2501/10	District Councillor reports
DCllr Harvey reported:
· She had attended an event at Over 50’s club before Christmas and that there had sadly been the loss of 2 members recently. 
· A dispute between neighbours had been resolved with mediation. 
· She had attended a Cabinet meeting where lack of gritting had been brought up. 

More generally, she expressed concern with the limited funds available for highways for 2025/26 and that many large District projects had not been completed in a timely manner. Some projects still await completion.

DCllr Nicholls shared details of the “snow wardens” initiative and explained those who volunteer would receive a “kit” of grit, gloves and a hi-viz jacket. He suggested that District Councillors work together with the Parish Council to approach the District Council to source grit bins for the village.

Clerk to email Highways to find out the process to request grit bins and copy District Councillors into the email for support.

2501/11	Police Matters 
a) The Safe Scheme report for December was received and the details noted.
PC Firth reviewed content with members and gave an update on signage spoken about at the last meeting. 

Cllr Wriglesworth said he had not had contact from any representative with details of the Neighbourhood Watch.

b) It was agreed priorities for the Safe Scheme should remain as last month.

2501/12	Highways 
a) Cllr Liley reported that he had approached the District Council again about the traffic issues in the village and had been informed he would be receiving a response from the District Council Group Engineer within 10 days.

b) D/Cllrs to clarify the process for an application to the Local Capital Grants Programme for assistance with the purchase of a Smiley SID for the next meeting. 

c) D/Cllrs to follow up the issues relating to the recent flooding around Cobbler Hall area from a blocked culvert and provide clarification for the next meeting.

d) Litterpicking dates for Spring 2025 are 9 March and 4 May. Clerk to liaise with the Village Hall Committee to hold a joint morning with opportunity for litterpicking as well as socialising with light refreshments for residents.

e) Hanging Baskets/Christmas decorations
The Clerk reported that Wakefield Council had confirmed the lighting columns used this year will be valid again for this year and would not require testing before issuing a licence. These lighting columns are:

Huddersfield Road No’s 25,27,28,29,31,32,33,34,36,39,40,41,42,45
Sycamore Lane: No’s 2,4
Bretton Lane: No’s 2,3,5,6,7,8
Park Lane: No’s 1,3,5,7,9

f) to raise any other issues for consideration and agree action as appropriate:
The Clerk reported she had received information that there is to be a traffic/pedestrian count on Huddersfield Road/Bretton Lane by the Transportation Planning staff. The exact date when this would happen was not indicated.

Cllr Spaul reported the warning sign of the junction on the bend ahead is unclear as it is mid-way on the double bend. 

2501/13	Village Institute
Cllr Spaul reported:
· the planning application for the extension had been submitted. 
· There is a Management Committee meeting tomorrow evening
· There is a Quiz night on Friday evening, 17 January
· There is a Wine tasting on Friday 14 February 2025

2501/14 	West Bretton J&I School
Nothing to report.

2501/15	Planning Applications received/approved for the period:
a) PLANNING DECISIONS
24/01502/FUL – Bullcliffe Farm Cottage, Denby Dale Road, Bretton
Conversaion of the existing garage and the addition of a cedar-clad addition to replace the existing gazebo to form an annex to the main dwelling house. Application refused.

b) VALIDATED PLANNING APPLICATIONS
24/02105/FUL – Bullcliffe Farm, Denby Dale Road, Bretton
Partial conversion of existing Listed Barn (change of use) to extend living accommodation of existing dwelling, including new and replacement fenestration and the installation of roof lights. Validated 10/12/24

24/02106/LBC – Bullcliffe Farm, Denby Dale Road, Bretton
Partial conversion of existing Listed Barn (change of use) to extend living accommodation of existing dwelling, including new and replacement fenestration and the installation of roof lights. Validated 10/12/24

2501/16	Parish Plan
The following suggested actions were proposed for 2025/26:
a) Improved road and footway conditions
- Smiley SID
- Grit bins for winter
- 40mph on approaches to the village
- 20mph around school

b) Better public transport
It was acknowledged this was something that would be difficult to address but raising awareness was discussed
It was discussed that West Yorkshire Consortium are devolving transport provision to local councils

c) Enhanced community safety measures
Neighbourhood Watch
Safe Scheme 
Pedestrian Crossing

Following discussions it was agreed that Cllr Wriglesworth would prepare a draft Parish Plan for the next meeting.
It was discussed there needs to be more awareness of the Post Office mobile van that comes to the Village Hall car park every Thursday between 1.30pm and 2.30pm. This facility is in danger of being withdrawn by the Post Office if its use does not increase. A Mobile Library also visits the village, details for which can be obtained from Wakefield Library.

2501/17	Finance
a)It was proposed by Cllr Watson, seconded by Cllr Liley and resolved to accept the bank statements, budget monitor and bank reconciliation for December 2024 and approve the payments schedule for January 2025. Councillors initialled paperwork and payments to be made via bank transfer and authorised by any two of Cllr Spaul, Cllr Liley or Cllr Wriglesworth.

Mrs S Earnshaw			Salary (Dec) inc in lieu of office		£138.10
HMRC 				Tax period 9				 	  £30.40
Mrs S Earnshaw			Reimburse HP Instant Ink invoice	    	    £5.49

b) Grant applications for 2025/26 financial year were received as follows:
Over 50’s Club – Clerk to advise the Club that, as set out in the Small Grants Policy, grants would not be made available for meeting costs. It was agreed the Clerk should inform the Club of this and encourage a new application is submitted which would fit the criteria of the Policy. 

It was proposed by Cllr Spaul, seconded by Cllr Liley and resolved that the Cricket Club be awarded a grant of £150 for 2025/26. (Local Government Act (Misc Provisions) Act 1976, S19).

It was proposed by Cllr Watson, seconded by Cllr Liley and resolved that the Church in West Bretton be awarded a grant of £150 for 2025/26 to assist with printing costs of the Village Voice. (Local Government Act 1972, S142).

It was proposed by Cllr Liley, seconded by Cllr Spaul and resolved that West Bretton Bowling Club be awarded £150 for 2025/26. (Local Government Act (Misc Provisions) Act 1976, S19).

c) Cllr Spaul proposed, seconded by Cllr Wriglesworth and resolved that a donation of £165 be given to the Community Foundation (Wakefield area) (Local Government Act 1972, S137).

d) There were no other grant applications received for consideration at this meeting.

2501/18	Budget 2025/26
It was agreed to defer discussion of all items relating to the budget for 2025/26 and Precept Demand for 2025/26 to the next meeting.

2501/19	Clerk’s Report
a) The Clerk reported:
Minute 2409/07 Question Time:
4) Cllr Shaw arranged fitting of the brass plaque to the bench.
Minute 2412/12(e) Footpath 6:
Clerk reported a response from WMDC stating that the footpath is technically still open but after it was blocked by the M1 motorway bridge several years ago; it is now a dead end and there is another footpath (FP13) further down the road, near Claphouse Fold, which leads to the same place. 
b) Correspondence received and appropriate action or responses
Wakefield Council	Planning lists
Unity Trust Bank	Monthly statements
NALC	Chief Executive’s Bulletins and new login details
YLCA			Fortnightly training bulletins/White Rose updates/training opportunities
WY Police		Safe Scheme report
Unity Trust Bank	Reduction in interest rate
Kevin Rodd, YSP	Confirmation of YSP representative attending meetings
WMDC		Walk safe app information

2501/20	Matters of an urgent nature (for information only) 
or items for inclusion on the agenda of the next meeting (Monday 10 February 2025)


The meeting closed at 21.55 hrs.
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